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An Unlikely Friendship

As teachers, we teach children to forgive
others when they do bad things to them and
that they should always give them another
chance. At DIA we learn that the bible tells us
in Luke chapter 6, verse 31, “Do for others just
what you want them to do for you.” This lesson
is important for young children as they
explore their personalities and learn to become
members of a group or class in preparation for
developing into responsible decision-making
adults. For adults, this lesson of forgiving is not
an easy one and often is challenging, but
forgetting about bad experiences in the past can
be even more difficult.

I had the privilege of meeting two amazing
people this year. First, I met a young American
man named Mr. Ari Beser. He is the grandson of
Lieutenant Jacob Beser who heard numerous
tales of what took place during World War II
from his grandfather. Lit. Beser was on both the
plane that dropped the first atomic bomb on
Hiroshima and also the plane carrying the
atomic bomb that devastated Nagasaki in
August of 1945. He gave a talk about the facts
of what happened and did not specifically
mention the responsibility for the choices that
the United States of America made, nor those of
Japan. His reason for speaking about his
grandfather is to make sure that no human
being ever again experiences the fate that the
people in Hiroshima and Nagasaki did almost
80 years ago.

The second person I met was a guest speaker
at DIA named Ms. Kosuzu Harada. She is the
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granddaughter of Mr. Tsutomu Yamaguchi who
fell victim to the atomic bomb in Hiroshima
AND the one that wreaked havoc on Nagasaki.
She has taken on the responsibility of sharing
the story of her late grandfather as a Hibakusha.
The number of living victims who are able to
share their stories is dwindling year by year as
age takes its toll on those whose futures were
reshaped by the choices made during World War
II.

What struck me the hardest was to find out
that a relationship, even a friendship between
these two grandchildren could even be possible.
I met each of them separately and had the
chance to discover that even though they were
on the opposite sides of the horrific experience
dealt to Hiroshima and Nagasaki that they
shared a common goal: to work for peace and
make sure that no one ever had to become the
victim of atomic weapons and deal with the
lingering effects they cause.

They have dedicated their time and energy to
become peacemakers, just like DIA hopes for our
students as we learn from the bible in Matthew
chapter 5, verse 9 which tells us, “Happy are
those who work for peace; God will call them his
children!”

What we can learn from these two wonderful
people is the power of forgiveness and hope for
the future!

Scott Hemphill

Director of Academic Affairs

Doshisha International Academy Elementary School
7-31-1 Kizugawadai, Kizugawa City 619-0225

http://www.dia.doshisha.ac.jp
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