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“Beyond the Textbook: Unpacking Inquiry in the PYP”

Hello everyone,

Following my introduction last month, I wanted to delve a little deeper into what the Primary Years Programme (PYP)
should look like in action here at DIA. One of the most fundamental aspects of the PYP, and perhaps one that sometimes
gets misconstrued, is inquiry-based learning.

You might hear the term "inquiry" and wonder what it means in practical terms for your child's education. Simply put,
inquiry is about asking questions and actively seeking answers. It's not just about finding information in a book; it's about
making sense of the world around us. In a PYP classroom, inquiry encourages students to:

-Wonder and ask questions: Instead of passively receiving information, students are prompted to formulate their own
questions about topics. This could be anything from "How does a plant grow?" to "Why do people live in different types of
houses?"

- Explore and investigate: Once a question is posed, students are guided to find answers through observation,
experimentation, research, and discussion. This might involve hands-on activities, field trips, interviews, or reading a
variety of sources.

-Connect and reflect: The process isn't complete until students connect what they've learned to their existing knowledge
and reflect on its significance. They consider what they've discovered, how it relates to their lives, and what new questions
have emerged.

The beauty of inquiry is that it shifts the focus from simply what students learn to how they learn. This approach cultivates
crucial skills that extend far beyond the classroom: critical thinking, problem-solving, collaboration, and independence.
These aren't just academic skills; they're life skills.

You'll see inquiry unfolding in various ways throughout our school. It might be a Grade 1 class exploring the properties of
different seeds and plants, or a Grade 5 class researching sustainable solutions to global challenges. The common thread is
always the active engagement of the learner.

We understand that, like any educational approach, inquiry-based learning might look different from what some of us
experienced as students. It can sometimes feel less structured, but it's deliberately designed to empower students to take
ownership of their learning and develop a genuine curiosity that lasts a lifetime.

As we continue through the school year, I encourage you to talk to your children about their learning. Ask them not just
what they learned, but how they learned it, and what questions it made them think of. That's often where the real depth of
inquiry lies.

I look forward to sharing more insights into the PYP in future articles.
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4 % | Swimming(F&H)
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6 H

7 |A
G3 4% Field trip for Kobe Animal

8 K|,
Kingdom

9 7K | 257/ Club activities
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End of the spring trimester
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9/16(’k) G6 f5{ASE/ G6 Overnight Trip
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