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Uniting Learving: Understanding Trawsdisciplinary Themes
Hello everyove,
Tv our recent articles, we've explored the ITB Learver Profile and induiry-based learving, using the Grade ¢ Exhibition
as a tangible example. As we settle into the new school vear and vew units of inguiry, T want o shive a light on another
core component of the PYP: the travsdisciplinary themes.
You might see phirases like "Who we are” or "How the world works" on a classroom bulletin board or in a newsletter.
These aren't just titles; they're the big ideas that frame our students' learving. A transdisciplinary theme is a central
idea that convects all subjects- from math and scievce +o art and language- into a single, cohesive unit of inguiry.
Thivk of it this way: instead of studying a topic i isolation, we explore i+ from multiple angles. For example, a unit
under the theme "How the world works" might focus on simple machines. while students are building levers in a UOT
class, they might also be:

*  Writing about how inventors use simple machives in their language class.

e Caleulating force avd distance in their math lessons.

e Drawivg and desiguing their own machives in art.
The goal is to show students that the knowledge and skills +hey gain v ove subject are relevant and applicable in
others. This approach helps them make meaningful conmections and see the world in a more integrated, holistic way.
This goes beyond rote memorization; it's about building a deeper understanding of concepts and their real-world
applications.
By focusivg on these broad, timeless ideas, we're ot ouly teaching contewt but also warturing a sewse of
interconmectedness. Tt evcourages students +o see themselves as part of a larger system and +o use their knowledge
+o understand the complex world around them.
As vour child begins a new unit of nguiry, take a moment to look at the cewtral idea or theme guiding their learnivg.
Ask them what they are learnivg about i different subjects that relates +o that theme. This simple conversation
com help reinforce the purpose behind their studies and further counect +their learning to the world around +them.
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