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The Power of Questions

Dear Parents,

The heart of the Primary Years Programme is Inquiry. This approach to learning is driven by a
simple but powerful force: curiosity. As students move deeper into their units, their curiosity
naturally evolves from basic "what" questions into more complex "how" and "why" inquiries.

Nurturing Curiosity and Thinking Skills
In the PYP, curiosity is valued as a powerful driver for lifelong learning. A central goal is to create
an environment where students feel empowered to explore their own interests and follow their
natural wonderings. While traditional resources like textbooks still provide a valuable foundation
for facts, we are increasingly focused on a different style of learning, one where inquiry is driven
by questions generated from the students themselves rather than simply answering pre-decided
questions from a text. By encouraging students to use their agency to lead these investigations,
the PYP programme helps them develop the critical thinking skills needed to navigate a complex
world.
How Parents Can Support
You can help nurture this spirit of inquiry at home by valuing the process of questioning over the
speed of answering:

"That’s an interesting question. How do you think we could find out the answer?"

"What made you wonder about that today?"

"Are there any other ways to look at that problem?"
By supporting this curiosity, we work together to help students become lifelong, independent

learners.
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