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Starting the Journey: A New Year of Inquiry

Dear Parents,
Welcome to the start of a new academic year! As we begin the new year, our focus this month is on building
a strong foundation for inquiry and establishing student-led classroom communities.
1. Ownership of the Learner Profile
The beginning of the year is about more than just new routines; it is about setting intentions. In every
classroom, students are exploring the IB Learner Profile through the lens of their own experiences. Rather
than following teacher-directed definitions, we encourage students to use their agency to decide what these
attributes mean to them personally and which they want to lead with this year, whether it is being a Risk-
taker in their ideas or more Balanced in their daily lives.
2. Student-Led Essential Agreements
A key part of our start-up process is the creation of "Essential Agreements." In the PYP, these are not a list
of rules handed down by the teacher. Instead, students take the lead in negotiating how their classroom will
function. By deciding for themselves how they will respect, support, and challenge one another, students
take true ownership of their environment, ensuring a safe space where everyone feels empowered to take
risks in their learning.
How Parents Can Support
You are an essential part of this journey. This month, try to support your child’s growing independence and
reflection:

e "How did you and your classmates decide your classroom should work this year?"

e "Which Learner Profile attribute did you choose to focus on, and why does it matter to you?"

e "What is one thing you want to take the lead on in your new unit?"
We are excited to partner with you for another year of discovery, growth, and student-led learning.

Sincerely,
Chris Elsdon PYP Coordinator
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