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Dear Parents,

Last month, we focused on the resilience required to sort through complex information.
This concept from MEXT maps closely to the IB ATL self-management skills (emotional
management) and thinking skills (reflection). As we move through October, one of the
things we look at more and more is another part of the PYP inquiry cycle: taking action.

In our classrooms, gathering facts is only part of the process. True understanding happens
when students decide what to do with their new knowledge. “Action” in the PYP isn't just
about saving the world or building a huge project. Most of the time, it's pretty ordinary
and personal. It’s a student deciding to change their routine, teaching a brother or sister
something new they just learned, or using a classroom idea to work through a problem
outside at break time.

This shift from learning about something to acting upon it is what makes education
meaningful and relevant.

Getting students to see that their learning has value outside the classroom is important.
A simple question at home like, "How can you use what you learned today?" or "Will you
do anything differently now?” might be a good way to help students understand this. It
shows them that what happens in school actually matters outside of it.

Chris Elsdon, PYP Coordinator
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