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What is a mento;?- How we can support G6 students-

Dear Parents and Guardians,

As the weather becomes more pleasant, | hope this message finds you and your families well.

This time, | would like to talk about mentors.

As part of the Exhibition, G6 students reflect on whether they would benefit from having a mentor. A mentor
is someone who supports students in their learning, and at our school, this role is fulfilled by Shotobu
teachers. Students are encouraged to reflect on their own needs and circumstances and express whether
they would like to have a teacher as their mentor.

The main role of a mentor is to provide support, motivation, inspiration, and coaching. However, mentors
should never simply give students the “answers” or take action on their behalf.

Mentors also support students as they choose their Exhibition topics, develop their inquiry plans, and
formulate their research questions. Throughout this process, mentors help students access relevant
resources, develop their research skills, and analyze information, thereby facilitating their inquiry journey.
Providing constructive feedback on how students approach their inquiries and helping them refine their
presentations are also important aspects of a mentor’s role. Furthermore, mentors encourage students to
reflect on their learning experiences and make connections to the PYP concepts.

During the Exhibition journey, students may encounter challenges and experience moments of uncertainty.
At such times, mentors encourage them to take ownership of their learning and work through difficulties
independently. For example, when students are unsure about what action they would like to take, mentors
explore ideas with them by asking thoughtful questions and offering new perspectives. The key is that
students themselves make the choices.

The role of a mentor is not limited to G6; it also has much in common with the way we support our children
at home. We can be there for our children without immediately giving them the answers, instead asking,
“What would you like to do?” and giving them the space to think for themselves and make their own choices.
We hope you will continue to support your children with warmth and encouragement, while nurturing their
independence and ownership of their learning.

Warm regards,

Aki Rojas, Vice Head of School
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